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REMARKS 



The Examiner has required restriction between: 

The invention of claims 28-38 which are linking claims for the inventions of Group I, II 
. and III: 

Group I, claims 1-6, and 14 (in part) drawn to an HIV Gag-encoding DNA 
vaccine. 

Group II, claims 1-6, and 14 (in part) drawn to an HIV Env-encoding DNA 
vaccine. 

Group III, claims 7-13, and 14 (in part) drawn to an HIV vaccine composition 
comprising oligomeric gpl40. 

Group TV, claims 15-22, and 39 drawn to a method of generating an immune response. 

Group V, claims 23, 24, and 27 drawn to a method of making oligomeric HIV Env gpl40 
proteins. 

Group VI, claims 25 and 26, drawn to a method of making an HIV DNA vaccine. 

Applicant hereby elect the invention of claims 28-38, and in the event of non-allowance 
of the linking claims 28-38, applicants additionally elect Group III and claims 7-13, and 14 (in 
part), without traverse. 
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Therefore, applicants respectfully request that the Examiner withdraw the species election 
requirement and prosecute all pending claims in the application. 

Applicants request examination of the elected subject matter on the merits. 
In addition, please direct all further communications in this application to: 
Helen Lee 

Novartis Vaccines and Diagnostics, Inc. 

Intellectual Property - R338 

P.O. Box 8097 

Emeryville, CA 94662-8097 

Tel: (510)923-2192 

Fax: (510)655-3542 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal form is separated from this document and the 
Patent Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, Applicant petitions for 
any required relief including extensions of time and authorize the Commissioner to charge the 
cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this document to 
Deposit Account No. 03-1664 referencing PPO 19844.0003 . 



Respectfully submitted, 

NOVARTIS VACCINES AND DIAGNOSTICS, INC. 

Bv: dek^L ~ 

Helen Lee 

Registration No. 39,270 
Telephone: (510) 923-2192 
Facsimile: (510)655-3542 

Emeryville, CA 94662-8097 
Dated: yJen^rv^W Of/ t^Tr 

CustomerNo. 27476 

NOVARTIS VACCINES AND DIAGNOSTICS, INC. 
Intellectual Property - R338 
P.O. Box 8097 
Emeryville, CA 94662-8097 
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